A Y

(2 Frapertly Aked Quostions et
3 " The (Inactivated) Polio Vaccine (IPV)

—

Does the polio vaccine cause polio?

® No. The polio vaccine now recommended for use in the United States, the Inactivated Polio
Vaccine (IPV), is incapable of causing paralytic polio because it contains a virus that has been
inactivated (killed).

® Until relatively recently, American children received the oral polio vaccine (OPV), which is still

used in many other countries because it is easier to administer, is less expensive, and protects
people in the community somewhat more effectively than IPV. OPV is a liquid vaccine given to
children by mouth rather than by injection. It contains live, weakened virus that, in extremely
rare cases, can mutate and lead to paralysis in the person who receives the vaccine or a close
contact. OPV is associated with about 1 case of paralytic polio for every 2.4 million doses given.’
In rare cases, vaccine-associated paralytic polio can also occur in susceptible individuals (those
who have not been immunized or who have a weakened immune system from chemotherapy or
other causes) who are exposed to people recently immunized with OPV.?

@ OPV was used in the past in the United States because it protected people in the community at
large somewhat more effectively than IPV when wild polio was still present here. Now that wild
polio virus has been eliminated from North and South America, IPV has been recommended
instead of OPV. Because IPV contains killed virus, it cannot mutate or cause any disease. There
is zero risk of vaccine-associated polio with the IPV vaccine.

Do American children really need to be given the polio vaccine if there are no cases of wild
polio in the United States?

® Although the polio virus has been eliminated from the United States and other countries in the
Western Hemisphere, it is still very common in other parts of the world. Outbreaks of polio
continue to occur in Asia and Africa. This disease is only a plane ride away, so we must continue
to vaccinate.

® The World Health Organization is working toward the worldwide eradication of the polio virus by
the year 2005. If that goal is met, and it can be assured that polio has been eradicated, the
polio vaccine (like the smallpox vaccine) no longer will be needed.

Is it true that polio vaccines are contaminated with a virus from monkeys?

® No. Polio vaccine is made by growing polio virus in monkey kidney cells. Some early batches of
polio vaccine (used between 1955 and 1963) were subsequently found to be contaminated with
a virus that infects monkeys, called simian virus 40 (SV40).> Studies to date have shown that
those who received polio vaccines that were contaminated with SV40 are not at any additional
risk of any disease, but scientific research is continuing.’ The current polio vaccine is not
contaminated.
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